JOURNEY FOR JERRX 



By V alter Fmrmrr 



^JpOLD. Sprout' W»V« g©t pU-" The 
*lJl o!<J nam's voice n> i tan el mmk 
■kiui and it frightened Jerry afjajjna 
"H»*t d«hrieen!~ thought Jerry. "He's 
c! his bled." 

Jerry was easy fourteen, be: be bed beard 
test tbe tune Ben Weaver bad the fever ead 
id talked all eon* of - - aneasrsne jot a 
little while before be died. Jerry tooched tbe 
nana f o r ■bead. It «■ bat. 
See, Grans*, deal diet Don't it' Jerry 
■ liad i d under bra breath, trying to farce back 

Tbe old men smiled, bat didn't open tea 
re*. -W« t, get fold. Sprout r be ll lb* 1 1, 
bi tbat same arrange voice or before. 
Tbe bey abook off bra rteaiia to burnt isxo 
an aad looked quickly seoaad tfca little 
cabin aa if seeking beta from its log valla, 
a the little diab c op eeerd. from tbe roagb 
a fireplace, front tbe old rifle above tbe 
ootid door. Then tea eye* want back "to the 
old ran aa tbe beak. 

Jerry knew that Cramp* was sack wbea.be 
cam* back frora a prospecting trip tbe day 
before. Nov/ be decided tbat Cramp* aas 
'. very sack, aad ia bra ikknasa tea long, 
rang bene of snaking a (old strike bad emiail 
akted in a kind of dream. Cramp* needed 
doctor, and ba a harry. f~ * 

Tm going foe help. Cramp a." tbe boy said, 
but tbe old men eras asleep. Quietly Jerry 
closed the door after tern. He aaddled Raaty 
rrarted off on rb* long trail down the 
tntasn to the teem and the doctor. There 
was a long *\y down, a fertile, eloping, cir- 
cuitous way. It era* tbe vaty be aad Cramps 
always took on their inf r eq u e n t -visits, for 
supplies 

ad there was a abort way down, abort 
dangerous, along the ferge- Jerry could 
ly get to town in a hurry that way. if 
lidat elip and drop into the targe. The 
[e with its roariag - . • . and jagged 
rocks bad always frightened Jerry and be bad 
never taken that route. Old Cap Sams, his 
horse and two pack mulea bad tried tbe abort 
tout* only the year before aad a ledge bad 



given 'vary under them. They'd all bean kir.ed 
except eaa pack seel* that broke ka leg and 



Bet Cramps aeedid a dart or fas a harry 
Jerry starred riding the abort danger »t 

aranty tea* a sare-footed barse. aaed to the 
aaaaaaraaa trails. He bad grown aa wit* 
Cramps, prospect iag faa the awnaatnia*. seek- 
ing tbat eleeeve g eld. Jerry had frown ap 
with Cramp*, too. Once when be waa a IkUe 
boy be aad overheard eeenr ether t 
Cramp*. Toe Ye a fool t* tie y e arn It 
with that kid. He's more traaM* ! 
worth aad not even year own kin. Way 
yon send heat East to aa orphan' ■ borne *" 

Cramp* bad replied eanerJy. "Its tree tbe 
Spree- baa aa prima, bat he swaal be aa 
orphan aa long as fee get an y thing to say 
about it. He stays with ant. And tbe near 
man to say anything against him will grt a 
jcwfal ef knuckles.- 

Jerry bad fart a baas aa baa throat when 
be beard that. He was proud of f-r-yt The 
men bad respected has. He anight be aa old 
man. bat if be teak a punch at anybody, the 
man weald rarely feel at. Nan* went out of 
kea way to pick a tight weak Cramp*. 

Jerry t h o ught of tbra aa be rede aad ■pun id 
Rusty. "Faseerf" be cried. "Get apt We can't 
let Cramps die." 

The barse pl aa ged eewn the ateep trail. 
Some Loose shale gave way aedwr bis forefeet 
aad b* loot bis ba bates. Jerry we* a early 
pitched from the saddle a* the barse iiiaaatnaj 
to right aemoetf. They ekraUod aa the wary 
edge of the forge and Jerry aaa aa dizzy 
looking- dawn be bad ta chest aaa eyas far 



npKE trail widened aad eras nearly level for 
M. about aa eighth ef a nana and they aaada 
time. Then there was another sharp drop and 
owe* again there. wea barely fiatiag tar the 
bore*. Jerry tried ta slow Kaaty dean: bet • 
- the bars*, seemin g to seen* the eefemy for 
•peed, bad famed great Baaaaaaaaaa. On* foot 
bit a loose rock, it reCrad, another rack gave 
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! bey clipped c5 the cr*n. 
...im...ifwi... 
hi* 170, s ur pr is ed that be 
IwirHng water wee tugging at 
— 1— '-«g d espe rat ely. The 
- . ■ . 1 i - . — toward a juttjnr, 
baud it. circling It with bis 
gave bim a chance ta look arouad- 
dared at what ba n«. Rusty was 
t bona bad suffered a fatal Mow in 
from ooe of the kmf e-uka rocks, 
realised that be himself, most have 
tba rock by only a foot or two, pluag- 
» pool. 

a 00 time ta raoera for Ratty, 
baity tare tows j - ' gat tba 
bow was be going to do it? That 
wss tba question 

UEJtRY loekad - the sbaar walls of tba 
tort*. If ba could make it. if ba could 
climb to tba too. bat that would taka bim 
mots. Aad tbara was ever tba pnafhlRiy that 
■ - - slip sad pruag a back into tba gorge ' — 
■as too precious to wast* that way if tbara 
■are bay alternative. 

A Beating lot **■* dasbad against bits, near- 
ly jarriag him from bis bold aa tba slippery 
rock. Acting oa i mp u lse be grabbed h aad 
clang ta it. trying to guide it as it swept 
fen w ar d dews tba swift arrears. 

Tba boy "bad a pita. It was a desperate, 
dangerous, pe rhap s irapoasibla plaa, but if it 
wor ke d h would get him ta town in a hurry, 
c floated behind tba log. Ha coaJd bear rapids 



ba could {at through tbara (without 
killed) and over the falls {without being 
killed) then into the swift broadening stream 
(without being drowned) be could poll op at 
aid sawmill landtag just at the edge of 
ad he'd ba able to get to tba doctor 
aa swiftly as tf ba still bad poos oht 

1 can swiftly, the rocks pounded 
glairy. His elbows were scrstcb- 
his body covered with bruises. 
• desperately to bis log sad went 

The tempo of bis tra««I increased as ho 
stan ch ed the top of the falls. The roar 
at eaod hsen as ha shot over tba top aa if 
From a rocket. Oocc again be plunged down- 



ward. Black water closed over bits. He spun 
cracUy ta a nacWag whirlpool. He had lost 
has grip mm the leg. When ha thought he'd 
go mad with dtxriacas, the " whirlpool end* 
dealy released him. seemed to hsrl him into 

swam desperately. Just ahead was his log. Ha 
caught it, dang to it. eshausted^ eyes closed- 
Bat Jerry wasa t ready to give up. Kc had 
to get that doctor. 

Jerry opened his ayes. His bead was band- 
aged, there were bandages around his chest 
aad legs, his left arm was ia a siiag aad bis 
whole body a a rm ad nemo. Ha now tba doctor 



"Dec f" ha ere lamaed- "Yon go ! Cramps ! Up 
ia that cases! Cat a fercrl Harry P 

"Now taka it easy. Sp-root said the doctor. 
"Cramps is all right, t got ta bim ia tide, 
his fever's all gone now and he's coming in 
bare to-sea yoo any rmaete." 

"But bow . . .7~ 

Tba doctor as . t i agaia aad said. 'First 
thing you said when. they pulled yea eat of 
tba water down at thl sawmill est. 'Send the 
dec ap to eaa Crsaspsr Wall, you ware ia 
eaod of a doctor yourself, bat I get «p tbara 
ta see tba other pat seat. toe. Yea eared his 
life, ae doubt of it- But you came mighty 
clone to losing yours ia the bargain- YouNe 
been unconscious for three days, what wftb 
centurions, ab rasion s, fra ctur es, sprains and 
Bear dr ow ni ng. But you're going re pull out 
of it all right." w 

"Ton bet yea sreP said a familiar to ice and 
Cramps was ia the room, looking down at 
Jerry. 

"Woo 1 all this doctoring be mighty ------ 

1 r " asked the bey. 

"Deot you fret about that." esclairaed 
Cramps. "We're rich, you aad me. WeVe got 

goidr 

"We have?" cried the boy. "When you bad 
the fcrer you mentioned gold. I thought yea . 
were out of your bead." 

"No. str P declared the eld man. "I found it. 
Ana 1 plumb near carried the secret to cry 
grave- But. sprout, you . . . you saved me." — 



1 



|R tba first time in all his life. Jerry a 
Cramps with tears ia his eyas, 
THE END 



